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Seattle at 150 
 

 In mid -October, we 

were thrilled to receive the 

first copies of Seattle at 
150 , our new book  

commemorating Seattleõs 

sesquicentennial, produced 

in cooperation with our 

partners at HistoryLink. 

The book showcases the 

work and life of the city 
since it was incorporated on 

December 2, 1869.  

 The official  

celebrations kicked off with 

a Seattle at 150 book 

launch for City employees 

on October 17th in the SMT 

Gallery. Hosted by the Office 

of the City Clerk and SMA, and with  

honored guest Mayor Durkan, the event offered a 

chance for attendees to see the Seattle at 150 gallery 

exhibit, visit with archivists and fellow city workers, 

and pick up #Seattle150 swag such as coasters,  

magnets, 

stickers, and 

buttons. Free 
copies of the 

book were 

handed out to 

the first 150 

city employees 

to attend. 

Highlights 

from the event 

were captured 

by Seattle 

Channel (see 

the video here !) 

 The festivities continued on October 24th with 

a Seattle History Trivia Night co -hosted by SMA and 
Councilmember Abel Pacheco at the Fremont Dock and 

Grill. After two rounds of competitive trivia, the winning 

teams each 

took home their 

own copies of 

Seattle at 150 
and gift bags of 

#Seattle150  

goodies.  

 To mark 

150 years to the 

day since Seattle 

was incorporated 

in 1869, SMA 

held a special 
anniversary  

celebration on 

December 2nd 

with cupcakes 

and #Seattle150 

swag in the main 

lobby at City Hall.  

 The following week, a special ceremony  

commemorating the sesquicentennial was held on 

Monday,  

December 9 and 

hosted by Mayor 

Jenny Durkan, 

City Council  
President Bruce 

Harrell and 

Washington  

Secretary of 

State Kim  

Wyman. On  

display at the 

event were  

Seattleõs original 

Articles of  

Incorporation, signed by then -Governor of Washington 

Territory Alvan Flanders, courtesy of the Washington 

State Archives in Olympia where the  

articles are kept.  It was a thrill to see them!  

 The Seattle at 150 book is now available at 
your favorite bookstore! Be sure to check out the 

online version on our Digital Collections site, here .  

City Clerk Monica Simmons unpacks  
the first copy of Seattle at 150. 

SMA archivists hand out free books to City of Seattle 
employees at the Seattle at 150 book launch. 

The gameõs afoot at 
Seattle History Trivia 
Night at the Fremont 
Dock. Photo by Brian 

Callanan. 

Archives Fair at City Hall 
 SMA celebrated Archives Month with an  

Archives Fair at City Hall on October 30th. Honoring 

this yearõs theme of òCelebrate Washingtonõs Heritageó 

set by the Washington State Archives Month   

Committee, the Archives Fair brought together 19  

different local archives, representing a wide diversity of  

collections documenting and celebrating the rich  

heritage of our region.  

 In addition to SMA, the following organizations 

participated in the Archives Fair: Seattle Public Library, 
King County Archives, UW Special Collections, UW  

Labor Archives, Providence Archives, Seattle Public 

Schools Archives, Washington State Archives Puget 

Sound Regional Branch, National Archives at Seattle,  

December 2: 150 years to the day! 

The original Articles of Incorporation, on temporary 
loan for the December 9 event from the Secretary of 

State and the Washington State Archives. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=Ny9x8PKs0xI&feature=emb_title
http://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/index.php/Gallery/296
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Recently Processed Photos 
 

 Recently cataloged at SMA are a series of photos 

taken during the Great Depression showing activities at 

relief depot locations in Seattle. These offices provided 
Seattle residents who were in need with provisions such 

as food, clothing, and other supplies. The photos all 

date from 1931 and are included in a report by the 

Mayorõs Commission for Improved Employment, filed 

with the City Clerkõs Office in January 1932. See more 

of the photos on our Digital Collections site . 

 

(Archives Fair, contõd) 

Black Heritage Society of 

Washington State, Seattle 

Genealogical Society, 

Lakeside School Archives, 

Museum of History and 

Industry, Living Computer 
Museum + Labs Archives, 

Museum of Flight  

Archives, Washington 

State Jewish Historical 

Society Archives, Puget 

Sound Navy Museum, UW 

Ethnomusicology/Media 

Archives, and KRAB  

Archives.  

 The variety of  

organizations represented 

drew a steady stream of 

visitors during the 4 -hour fair. UW Professor Jeffrey 

Shulmanõs talk on òThe Power of Archivesó discussed 
his research into the Central Districtõs rich heritage 

and current challenges, and highlighted how archival 

records are invaluable for providing access to history 

and putting current events into a larger context.   

Seattle at 150 in London 
 

 On a recent vacation to London, Reference  

Archivist Jeanie Fisher took the opportunity to deliver 

copies of the new Seattle at 150 book to the British  

Museum and the London Metropolitan Archives. The 
donations were in gratitude for the inspiration SMA 

received from both institutions.  

 City Archivist Anne Frantilla first had the idea 

for Seattle at 150 after seeing the British Museumõs 
book A History of the World in 100 Objects . Soon after 

launching our own book project, SMA staff discovered 

the London Metropolitan Archivesõ book London: 1000 
Years , which also featured objects from the archives to 

illustrate stories of city life and work. Both books  

inspired us as we thought about how to commemorate 

Seattleõs milestone birthday, and we were excited to 

share Seattle at 150 with 

them!  

51 years ago: Smoking Santa 
 

 Decemberõs Find of the Month  featured a letter 

sent to Mayor Dorm Braman from a concerned citizen in 

December 1968:  
 òDear Sir, The construction of the large image of 

Santa Claus in the downtown mall was a thoughtful and 

nice idea, it brings to note the Christmas spirit, but why 

the pipe in the upraised hand? Has anyone ever seen 

Santa Claus pictured smoking?  

 Many have spoken of the poor taste shown in 

view of the well known health damage and dangerous 

results from smoking...Why not order the pipe down, 

leaving a friendly gesture.ó 

 The mayor often wrote rather caustic replies to 

citizen letters, but in this case he was fairly restrained. 

He noted that òit is rather common for Santa to be 

shown in this position,ó but that in any case, òthe  

installation is the work of the Central Association of  
Seattle, and the responsibility for the design and  

construction was entirely theirs.ó 

Visitors chat with archivists at the  
Archives Fair. Photo by Ryan Donaldson. 

Seattle at 150 delivered to the British 
Museum (above) and to the London 

Metropolitan Archives (left). 

Northeast Relief  
Depot, located at 

1304 E. 45th.  
Item 193917, Clerk 
File Photographs 
(Series 1802-0P). 

SMA. 

Men loading  
supplies at the relief 
depot at 12th and 

Yesler.  
Item 193917, Clerk 
File Photographs 
(Series 1802-0P). 

SMA. 

http://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/index.php/Search/objects/search/_fulltext:1802-0P+relief
http://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives/exhibits-and-education/find-of-the-month

